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I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth;  And in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord:  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from there he shall come to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy universal 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.   Amen. 



7 minute segment 
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Read Micah 1  
 

 

  



Wow! 

Where are we? 

When are we? 

We need some Context! 

 

  



Historical Context 

 

Time 

People 

Events 

Setting 



Historical Context 
Main Players: 

-Assyria, Israel, Judah 

-King Jeroboam II 

-Micah, Jonah, Hosea, Isaiah 

-King Hezekiah 

-Bethlehem 

-722 BC 

-586 BC 



Historical Context 
Main Players: 

 



1-Abraham (1900 BC) Isaac 

Jacob “Hip” to Israel  Father of 12 

 

 2-Moses (1500 BC) 

    

  3-David/Solomon (1000 BC)   

 

  4-Kingdom Divides  (900 BC) 

  Israel North (10 tribes)  South (3 tribes) 

 

  5-Nineveh, Assyria:   

   Looming Large  

   Shadow threat to Israel! 
     King Jeroboam II (ruled 793 to 753BC) 



J 
 



1-Abraham (1900 BC) Isaac 

Jacob “Hip” to Israel  Father of 12 

 

 2-Moses (1500 BC) 

    

  3-David/Solomon (1000 BC)   

 

  4-Kingdom Divides  (900 BC) 

  Israel North (10 tribes)  South (3 tribes) 

 

  5-Nineveh, Assyria:   

   Looming Large  

   Shadow threat to Israel! 
     King Jeroboam II (ruled 793 to 753BC) 



Jonah  775 

Joel 780  

 Amos 760  

     Hosea 753  

   Micah 740-700   

      Isaiah 740  

 

 

2-Babylonian Empire 

600 BC 

Temple Destroyed  

586 BC 

4-Roman Empire 

64 BC 

Herod’s Temple 

37 BC - 70 AD 

Destroyed 

3- Mede-Persian Empire 

539 BC 

Temple Rebuilt 

 ----------1-------------2------3----------------------------4- 
1000BC  745   722       600  586    539         430               100 BC         70 AD 

                 Malachi 430   

             Zechariah 520          

          Daniel 553 

     Ezekiel 597 

  Jeremiah 627                

1-Assyrian Empire  

745-605 BC   

Israel Falls 722 BC 

Judah prospers 



Scripture Prophets: 

       Jonah 780-745  

       Joel    790-740  

       Amos 760-750    

       Hosea 753-715   

       Micah 740-700   

   Nahum, before 645  

       

 Isaiah 740          Jeremiah 627   

                      Ezekiel 597     

                  Daniel 553  

 

      Obadiah after 586 

  Habakkuk, Zephaniah 600,  

                     Haggai,  Zechariah 520       

                   Malachi 430        

                        

  

12 Minor Prophets in Bold 
6 “earlier” 
6 “later”  



Micah 

Israel Judah 



Uzziah (Azariah),  
  (792-740BC) good 
 
 
Jotham,    (750-732BC) good 
 
 
Ahaz,  (735-716BC) real bad 
 
Hezekiah,   (729-687BC) good 

Jeroboam II,  
    (793-753BC) bad 
Zechariah, (753-752BC) 
Shallum, (752BC)  
 All are BAD 
Menahem, (752-742BC) 
Pekahiah, (742-740BC) 
Pekah, (752-732BC) 
Hoshea, (732-722BC)  

Israel   Judah 



Micah means:   “who is like Jah?”   
    “who is like Yah?” 
    “who is like God?” 
 
 



-Prophet 740-700 BC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Capital Samaria, Israel falls to  
 Assyria 721 BC. 
-Jerusalem almost falls.  Vassal state. 
 701 BC Siege.  Falls 586 BC. 
 
 



The Hebrew inscription on it reads "Shema" on top, and 

"Servant of Jeroboam" on the bottom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Megiddo Seal with the Jeroboam Inscription is of great 

importance in Biblical Archaeology, it mentions one of the 

kings of the northern kingdom of Israel. 

 



Archeological Finds that Support 
what you Believe… 

 
 
 
 
 

Should Build Confidence in your 
Faith!!! 



-Micah prophesied punishment for both 
 capitals, Samaria and Jerusalem. 
 

-Predicted Governor from “the ancient of 
 days” would come from Bethlehem to 
 shepherd and rule his people.  
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 



-Micah  
  
 
 

 

   Jerusalem 

Samaria  

X 

X 

Bethlehem 

X  

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 



-Very Prosperous times. 
 

-Archeological digs for this time period 
 have confirmed this. 

 
 
 
 



This Seemingly Insignificant 
Archeological 

Confirmation (to the General Populace) 
Should Build Your Faith! 

 
 
 
 



-Under Jeroboam 
 II(north) & 
 Uzziah(south) 
-Cooperation 
 between Israel 
 and Judah. 
-Kingdoms almost as 
 large as 
 Solomon’s. 
  
 
 
 
 



The Assyrian Empire comes in multiple waves. 
 
734-727BC Tiglath-Pileser III annual campaigns 
 reducing size of Israel. 
 
722BC Samaria, Israel destroyed after rebellion. 
 
701 Assyria attacks Judah, marches thru Micah’s home 
 town. 
 Unable to sack Jerusalem completely,  
 Hezekiah Reforms. 
  
  
 
 



The Attacks come in multiple waves. 
 
 Do You Ever Feel like the Waves Never Cease? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

God promises to be Faithful! 
 



Prosperous Activity and Growth…. 
Spiritual Abominations and Moral Decline. 

 
Worshipping the Canaanite gods, rich 
oppressing the poor, cult prostitution,  

Baal and fertility gods. 
 

Israel follows Jeroboam II 
2 Kings 14-20. 

Judah will experience reform. 



2 Kings 18 
729 BC 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Numbers 21:4-10 



Jeremiah 30 years after Micah writes:   
Jeremiah 26:18-19 fixes him at some point in 
Hezekiah’s reign. 
 
“Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of 

Hezekiah king of Judah, and said to all the 
people of Judah:  Thus says the Lord of hosts, 

Zion shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall 
become a heap of ruins, and the mountains of 

the house a wooded height.” 
 
  



-Micah writes this in a collection of poetic 
 sermons.   
-Uses lots of Hebrew word plays.   
-For example, the inhabitants of Beth-le-aphrah 
(“house of dust”) are told to “roll yourselves in 
the dust.” 1:14.  
 
 
 



-Micah’s book is a collection of  
poetic sermons:   

3 sections, themes alternate between 
judgment and hope.  

 
 



Vs. 



-Micah  
Within this broad three-part structure are a series of 

alternating oracles of judgment and promises of 
restoration: 

 
1:1 Superscription 

1:2-2:11 Oracles of judgment 
2:12-13 Oracles of restoration 
3:1-12 Oracles of judgment 

4:1-5:15 Oracles of restoration 
6:1-7:6 Oracles of judgment 
7:7-20 Oracles of restoration 

 
 
 



Micah  
-Has a lament in it twice 1:8-16; 7:8-10.   
-Theophany 1:3-4.   
 
 
 
 
 
-Covenant lawsuit God sues Israel for 
 breach of contract 6:1-8. 
-Hymnic prayer 7:14-20.  
 



-Micah  
He prophesies 
about Messiah,  
he prophesies 
about the near 
future and the 

distant future when 
peace will rule and 

not war. 
 



Key Passages:   
  
 
 
 
 



Key Passages:   
4:3    
 
 
 
 



Key Passages:   
4:3  In the latter days “He 
shall judge between many 
peoples, and shall decide 
for strong nations far 
away; and they shall beat 
their swords into 
plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn 
war anymore.” 
 
 
 
 



Key Passages:   
4:3  In the latter days “He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for 
strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore.” 
 

5:2    
  



Key Passages:   
4:3  In the latter days “He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for 
strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore.” 
 

5:2  “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are 
too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to be 
ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 
old, from ancient days.”     (Matthew 2:1-6.) 
  



Key Passages:   
4:3  In the latter days “He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for 
strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore.” 
5:2  “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient days.”  (Matthew 2:1-6.) 
 

6:8   
  



Key Passages:   
4:3  In the latter days “He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for 
strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore.” 
5:2  “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient days.”  (Matthew 2:1-6.) 
 

6:8  “He has told you, O man, what is good; and 
what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” 
  



Key Passages:   
4:3  In the latter days “He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for 
strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore.” 
5:2  “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient days.”  (Matthew 2:1-6.) 
6:8  “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
 

7:6   
  
 
 
 



Key Passages:   
4:3  In the latter days “He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for 
strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore.” 
5:2  “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient days.”  (Matthew 2:1-6.) 
6:8  “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
 

7:6  “for the son treats the father with contempt, 
the daughter rises up against her mother, the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a 
man’s enemies are the men of his own house.” 
           (Matthew 10:35-36.) 
  



Key Passages:   
4:3  In the latter days “He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for 
strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore.” 
5:2  “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient days.”  (Matthew 2:1-6.) 
6:8  “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
7:6  “for the son treats the father with contempt, the daughter rises up against her 
mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a man’s enemies are the men of 
his own house.”     (Matthew 10:35-36.) 
 

Micah 7:20    
 
 
 



Key Passages:   
4:3  In the latter days “He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for 
strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore.” 
5:2  “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient days.”  (Matthew 2:1-6.) 
6:8  “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
7:6  “for the son treats the father with contempt, the daughter rises up against her 
mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a man’s enemies are the men of 
his own house.”     (Matthew 10:35-36.) 
 

Micah 7:20  “You will show faithfulness to 
Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham, as you 
have sworn to our fathers from the days of old.” 
      (Luke 1:72-73) 
 
 
 



Themes: 
1) God is sovereign.  All the nations hear.  1:2.  

 

2) God is covenantal. His people break the covenant in 

      idolatry and social crimes.    

3) God’s remnant.  Always remains for salvation.    

 
“Dual aspects of the divine nature that meet in 
the vicarious suffering of the Servant” who will 
indeed rule with power and authority from his 
1st coming until his 2nd.   
      Professor Dr. Thomas Edward McComiskey. 
 
 
 



Historical Context 
Main Players: 

-Assyria, Israel, Judah 

-King Jeroboam II 

-Micah, Jonah, Hosea, Isaiah 

-King Hezekiah 

-Bethlehem 

-722 BC 
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-Micah  
  
 
 


