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I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth;  And in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from there he shall come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy universal 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.   Amen.
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Read The Book of Job



Job The Theodicy:
Why does Evil Exist? 

(suffering, molestation, hurricanes, rape, murder)



The Poetry & Wisdom 
Literature

Job
combines
prose and
poetry as 
wisdom lit.



Structure:
Prose 1:1-3:2 

Poetry 3:3 – 42:6
Prose 42:7-17



Job:  early oral story about a
real character passed down
generation to generation put into
incredible prose/poetic structure
by a literary   genius.



Learned cosmopolitan work.
Rare vocabulary words.
Complex poetry.
Numerous mythological allusions from Egyptian and 

Mesopotamian traditions.
Style and genre in structure of the book. 
Rhetorical questions, wisdom sayings, appeals to ancient 

tradition.
Hymns, psalms of praise, complaint psalm. 
Identified with Wisdom Literature.



I. Job 1:2-2:13, The Prose Narrative:  Introduction  
The First Test
The Second Test
The Three Friends

II. Job 3:1-31:40, The Poetic Dialogue Between Job and His Friends
First Cycle
Second Cycle
Third Cycle
Wisdom
Job’s Speech

III. Job 32:1-37:24,  Elihu’s Speeches 
Answer’s Job
God Acts Justly
God Doesn’t Answer the Prideful
The Character of God

IV. Job 38:1-42:6, God’s Speeches from the Whirlwind and Job’s Replies
The Divine Plan
Nature of Divine Governance
Job’s Contrition 

V. Job 42:7-17, The Prose Narrative Conclusion
Friends Rebuked
Job Vindicated
Job Restored

By Carol A. Newsom 



Job
Chapter 1-2 you had 

some questions?

Uz?     Job not Hebrew?  Greatest of the East?
Job family priest?   No OT Covenant?  No Hebrews?
“Sons of God?”   Who is “the adversary” (Satan)?
Where was the adversary?  Job Blameless?  
Why does Job fear God?  “The fire of God”?  
“A wind”?  Wife’s problem?  
What do we know about 3 friends?



-Job Probably lived around 2,000 BC.
-Was probably written between 1,500 – 500 BC.
-Most scholars agree that the character of Job 

did not originate in Israel.
-Not a typical Israelite name.  
-No other Job in the Bible.



Let’s Do some 
Sleuthing today 

thru the 
Scriptures…

See how various 
pieces of larger 

puzzle fit 
together.



Job is associated with 2 other non-Israelite 
settings… characters… _____ and ______, 
Ezekiel 14:14.



Job is associated with 2 other non-Israelite 
settings… characters… Noah and Daniel, 
Ezekiel 14:14.

His 3 friends come from non-Israelite 
locales…
-Eliphaz the Temanite
-Bildad the Shuhite
-Zophar the Naamathite.    



-The theological positions of Jobs friends only 
present a shallow and partial observation of life, 
that is that man’s suffering is always due to his 
sins.

-It is not true that the innocent never suffer,         
(some before Job some after)  

Gen. 4:8- ________, 
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-The theological positions of Jobs friends only 
present a shallow and partial observation of life, 
that is that man’s suffering is always due to his 
sins.

-It is not true that the innocent never suffer, 
(some before Job some after)  

Gen. 4:8- Abel, 
2 Sam. 11:26- Uriah, 

1 King 21:9- Naboth,   
John 9:3- Jesus says can be 

for the work 
of God.



Job lived in Uz.  
Genesis 10:23 ties Uz with the Arameans… 

Noah fathered
Shem fathered

Aram fathered
Uz

More on Uz in a bit...



Abraham  2,166 BC  
Isaac      2,066 BC
Esau & Jacob (Israel) 2,006 BC 

and Israel’s 12 sons  

The Patriarchs!

Esau/Edom then Eliphaz: 
no straightforward connection 
to Eliphaz of Job, however… 

the family name might be 
used 

by others of this region in 
“the east”, 

or even vice versa.



And Who are these 3 “Friends” of Job?



Eliphaz the Temanite

Esau (Edom) father of Eliphaz father of Teman.
Genesis 36:9  of Edomites

Genesis 36:4  of Eliphaz
Genesis 36:10  of Teman

Settle in Seir… in Edom… Gen. 36:8 and sons 1 Chron. 1:38.

Many prophets mention Teman as a city of Edom.  
Jeremiah assumes Teman was known as a center of wisdom, 

Jer. 49:7, 1 King 4:30.

-----
More respectful of Job,… see him as a righteous man straying.



Bildad the Shuhite
Genesis 25:1-2, 6.

Non-Hebrew name not 
mentioned in the rest of OT.
Thinks Job is blasphemous.
Gen. 25:2, 6 the Shuhite tribe… 
descendants of Abraham through 
Keturah and the inhabitants of 
the east.   Son Shuah.  
Near Teman.  
He is named for the “storm 
god”.



Zophar
Is from Naamah.  
Scholars don’t agree on much.  
Likely from Arabia or Edom.  
The most caustic of friends to Job.  
Repent or die a horrible death!



Job
-He live 140 years.  Job 42:16-17.
-High priest of the family.  No Temple.
-Wealth measured in cattle.
-Acted as the priest for his own family, 
-Roaming Sabean and Chaldean tribesmen fit 

the second millennium better than the first.
-Job is referred to as a historical figure… in 

Ezek. 14:14, 20; James 5:11.  
-Paul quotes the Book in 1 Cor. 3:19 

from Job 5:13.



Initially Job stands the test.  Then has second
thoughts.  Wrestles with God.  Falls into despair,

with moments of trust and confidence.  Job
defends his essential innocence, not absolute
sinlessness, against his “friends”, Job’s own
view fluxes, yet he does not curse God to his

face.



Righteous / 
Blameless

How is Job
Righteous
Blameless

in what sense?



Righteous / Blameless

Now righteousness is a word I am very familiar with, but still need some work in.  My 
belief for years that I still maintain is that today we have an under-appreciation for the 
Hebraic context of this word.  For the Hebrews it is about relationship.  The Hebrew 
mind does not ask "What is God?" or "What constitutes divinity?"  That is Greek.  The 
Hebrew mind which is reflected in Scripture asks "Who is God?" and "What does He 
do and expect from me?" I want to be clear that everything flows from this 
relationship.  The Greeks believed a person, god, or demigod was righteous based on 
their conformity to universal standards.  This sets the standard over and above 
everything.  The Hebrews conceived of God as a Lawgiver.  The Law is not above Him, 
but reflects Him and His ways.  The Hebrew viewed righteousness less abstractly than 
the Greeks.  They thought: "I do this because Yahweh is my God and we are His 
people."  Think about the words Yahweh uses to define His relationship with His 
people: "Father, " "children," "sons,"etc.  He is a relational God.  Probably evangelicals 
stretch the relational piece, but at least they are moving in the right direction.  For the 
Hebrews, righteous people are those who make decisions to honor the relationships they 
are in.  I don't believe Noah was perfect.  I believe he is considered righteous because 
he honored God. Read Genesis 38 again.  Check out verse 26.  How could Judah state 
Tamar was "righteous?"  It isn't because she is morally perfect.  No, she was declared to 
be righteous by him because she honored his late son more than he did. 



Elihu
Appears late in the story.  
Only one with his father named.  
Elihu Son of Barachel the Buzite Job 32:2.  

Nahor (abe’s bro) and Milcah (wife) bore
Uz and Buz and Betheul were brothers Gen. 22:21-23.  
Bethuel fathers Rebecca (Uz / Buz niece) marries Isaac.

Elihu Buzite means “He is my God” and is the only name of 
the 5 used by other Israelites.

Bethuel’s people living “in the east” Gen. 29:1.
Elihu was young and chose to wait to speak out of respect.



Despite its difficulties theologically and linguistically, 
its place in the canon was never seriously challenged.  
The book itself, however, remains one of the greatest 

exegetical challenges facing the biblical scholar.

Prologue:  Divine perspective God’s secret purpose to 
disapprove the accuser and prove Job’s faithfulness.

Dialogue:  Human perspective.  Knows nothing of the 
transpired divine scene, positive and negative lessons 
on honesty and realities of our relationship to God and 

the limits to knowing divine purposes.



Job
Great Answer in the Beginning

And at the Ending…
Living it…

That is the difficult part!



Job The Theodicy:
How/Why does Evil Exist? 

(suffering, molestation, rape, hurricanes, murder)



TMCC:  
Love God and Love People!


