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Vs. 33a-b all goes together. 
“… as in all the churches of the saints.” 
  



Vs. 33a-b all goes together. 
33b“… as in all the churches of the saints.” 
 
 -Early Greek manuscripts have with 33a. 
 -NIV 2011 has with vs. 33a. 
 -KJV has with 33a.    
  

 -NIV 1983 has with vs. 34. 
 -ESV has with vs. 34. 
 -Clumsily repetitive if is goes with 34. 
 -When 34-35 move around, 33b stays with 33a. 



 
“peace and order” do not 

necessarily mean somber ritual, 
as though God were really 

something of a stuffed shirt. 
 
 



Why would it be odd in worship  
 

…to express praise? 
…in prayer disappointment? 
…or emotional thanksgiving? 

 
 



In Topical Preaching 
one can hide from 
these “type” verses 
52 of 52 Sundays! 

 
  



In Topical Preaching 
one can hide from 
these “type” verses 
52 of 52 Sundays! 

 
Like in Life, 

We have to deal with 
the difficult parts 

too! 



 
I refuse to act like I 

understand 
everything that 
happens in life. 

 
 



I refuse to always act 
like I have all the 

Bible answers. 
 

I refuse to hide from 
hard parts of the 

Bible. 



 
I refuse to try to 

force you to believe 
every single 

interpretation that I 
have. 



Vs. 34-35 
This is a very difficult passage for 

Every Serious Bible Student  
Complementarians,  
Complegalitarians,  
and Egalitarians. 

  



Vs. 34-35 
This is a very difficult passage for 

Every Serious Bible Student  
“The women should keep silent in the 

churches.” 



-The women have largely been a part of the problem it 
 seems within the “spiritual ones” in the 
 Corinthian church. 
-He doesn’t just shut the women down from the get 
 go… in Chapter 1, would have been simpler. 
-He has given  a lot of instructions for the entire 
 congregation up to this point. 
-He has been curtailing over spiritualized women and 
 others in the process, so why hold back til now? 
-It’s very difficult to understand. 
 
  



12:7 each one. 
12:12 body is one with many parts. 
12:31 earnestly desire the higher gifts. 
14:1  earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, esp. prophesy.  
14:31  all prophesy all learn. 
 
Never limiting to just men. 
 
   



-Very intrusive now, with 14 chptrs down and only 2 
 more to go, to back track to intrude & qualify all 
 instructions to only a specific gender.   
-It’s Chloe’s associates that he has worked with.   
-His entire context is open to women assisting him 
 in ministry. 
-Corinth is where he connects with Priscilla and 
 Aquila, Bible teachers, she is prominent.   
 
  
 



-The equality of sexual rights for both in Chapt. 7. 
-The equality of marriage, divorce, widows/widowers, 
 in Chapt. 7. 
-The equality of interdependence of Chapt. 11.   
-The instruction of how to pray and prophesy for men 
 and women in the assembly of church Chapt. 11. 
-The equality of giftings to be used in the assembly to 
 build others up in Chapt. 12-14  
 



-Under the umbrella of Acts 2:17-18 sons & daughters, 
 male & female slaves prophesy. 
-Acts 21:9 Philips 4 prophesying daughters. 
-Acts 18 Especially with Priscilla and Aquila, her as 
 the main teacher, they had 2 house churches.   
 1 Cor. 1:19… hmmm, he’s first only 1 of 2 
 times, her first the 4 other times, that never 
 happens in the ancient world. 
 
 
 
  



-The letter wasn’t written with Chapters 
and Verses, so now readers must go 
back to qualify speaking instructions 
throughout the bulk of the letter by 

genders??? 
-It is a formidable task. 



So now what? 
 

We have to consider our options. 
 
  
 



So now what? 
We have to consider our options. 

 
You can’t just say…  

Well… it says women be silent… 
thus no more speaking for women… 
ignore everything else in the book… 

ignore reality in church then & today… 
just accept it cause it’s a hard saying… 

and be a tuff Bible believer. 
We must think about it. 



All interpreters spend large efforts in explaining 
 these 2 verses: 
 
Every explanation takes some sort of steps in 
their view that is NOT within the text. 
 
Every view. 
 
So which makes the most sense? 
  
 

 
 
 
 



1)“Speaking” in preaching form, women limited, but not prophesying. 
2) Women Not allowed to judge/discern the prophesy spoken. 
3) Women were being disruptive in the teaching in the assembly, either 
asking unintelligent unlearned questions or were simply chatting it up. 
4)That women should just absolutely be silent.  (This I think is 
impossible.) 
5)That the passage like John 8 adulterous woman and Mark 16:9-20 were 
later additions.  
6) As a temporary qualifier… as Onesimus was told to go back to serve 
in slavery to his owner Philemon, this is a “time dated” assumption…  
just as we think Paul would be good with humans not owning humans 
today, women as they became educated wouldn’t then  have to remain 
silent in the churches.  Since it seems appropriate at this time in the 
Corinthian church, it would be inappropriate now in our culture to 
restrain educated women… thus this was a culturally contextual 
instruction.  From the whole of Paul’s approach and teaching he’d be 
thrilled to see women educated… which he actually commands them to 
learn, which was against the norm then in that day for women to learn. 
 



I think these are the best options: 
 
3) Women were being disruptive in the teaching in the assembly, either 
asking unintelligent unlearned questions or were simply chatting it up.   
 
 
5)That the passage like John 8 adulterous woman and Mark 16:9-20 were 
later additions.  
6) As a temporary qualifier… as Onesimus was told to go back to serve 
in slavery to his owner Philemon, this is a “time dated” assumption…  
just as we think Paul would be good with humans not owning humans 
today, women as they became educated wouldn’t then  have to remain 
silent in the churches.  Since it seems appropriate at this time in the 
Corinthian church, it would be inappropriate now in our culture to 
restrain educated women… thus this was a culturally contextual 
instruction.  From the whole of Paul’s approach and teaching he’d be 
thrilled to see women educated… which he actually commands them to 
learn, which was against the norm then in that day for women to learn. 
 



-We must consider the earliest copied text variants and 
 ask why does this occur. 
-It is a very unique occurrence to have such a large 
 portion of the text “moving around” in early 
 copies of the Bible. 
-Some have it one place… others have it another. 
-We should attempt to understand this phenomenon.  
 
 



Some early texts: 
 
If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent.  
For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be 
encouraged,  and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets.  For God 
is not a God of confusion but of peace as in all the churches of the saints.  
The women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted 
to speak, but should be in submission, as the Law also says.  
If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at 
home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 
Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones 
it has reached?  If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he 
should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of 
the Lord.  If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.  So, my 
brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in 
tongues.  But all things should be done decently and in order. 
 



Some early texts: 
 
If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent.  
For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be 
encouraged,  and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets.  For God 
is not a God of confusion but of peace as in all the churches of the saints.  
Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones 
it has reached?  If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he 
should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of 
the Lord.  If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.  So, my 
brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in 
tongues.  But all things should be done decently and in order. 
The women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted 
to speak, but should be in submission, as the Law also says.  
If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at 
home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 

 
 



 
 
If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the 
first be silent.  
For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may 
learn and all be encouraged,  and the spirits of 
prophets are subject to prophets.  For God is not a 
God of confusion but of peace as in all the churches 
of the saints.  
Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or 
are you the only ones it has reached?  If anyone 
thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should 
acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a 
command of the Lord.  If anyone does not recognize 
this, he is not recognized. 3 So, my brothers, 
earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid 
speaking in tongues.  But all things should be done 
decently and in order. 

The women should 
keep silent in the 
churches. For they are 
not permitted to speak, 
but should be in 
submission, as the Law 
also says.  
If there is anything they 
desire to learn, let them 
ask their husbands at 
home. For it is shameful 
for a woman to speak in 
church. 

By Scribe, or 
Church Leader. 

Some think Side Note addition to early text blue flows well without it: 
 



-There is no good reason and this is a unique 
situation where 2 whole sentences are moved 

around in early text copies. 
-There is no good reason for a copyist to extract 

these 2 verses and move them. 
-This is also more than an accidental copying 

error.   
-Errors were usually miscopied letters, missed 
words, double copied words, or added words. 

-Not 2 Sentences! 
-Was this in the side notes of the text and added 

in varying text locations? 
  



-It could be a side instructional note of commentary that was added.… 
 and later accidentally included in the text.   
-Or early leaders who were trying to squelch the rising feminist 
 movement in Corinth added it on purpose. 
-All interpreters recognize this as some type of “issue” to have to 
reasonably explain due to the discrepancies of why these 2 verses would 
be moving around if original.  That’s what even fundamental “men only” 
scholars have to consider. 
-Why would the copyist make an unprecedented rearrangement of Paul’s 
argument only with these sentences.  It’s the only instance in the Epistles. 
-This type of large text issue only happens in John 8 adulterous woman, 
Mark 16 the ending… Matt. 5 and Luke 4. 
-No where else in the Epistles is there a displacement like this. 
-It creates a very difficult understanding of 14 chapters up to this point. 
 

So why the early rearrangement of these 
sentences is a very worthy question? 



-It is a very awkward and unusual rearrangement of 
these sentences if original. 
 
-If original, it is awkward in light of all of the previous 
text not prohibiting women. 
 
-If original, steps have to be take “outside” of the text 
in order to explain what the women being silent in the 
assemblies actually means. 
 
-Like most other issues, if we are unsure, we should 
take the majority of Bible evidence to best understand 
the issue at hand, and not take the minority of Bible 
evidence instead.  (Women are speaking elsewhere a lot!) 



Vs. 34  “The women should keep silent in the assemblies.  For 
indeed it is not allowed to them to speak, but should be in 
submission as the Law also says.” 
 
Why does this reproof not occur in 11:2-16 when they are told 
how to pray and prophesy in the assembly? 
 
Not to mention “each” and “all” seeking their gifting just 
above. 
 
Getting around the plain words of the texts to “not speak” are 
very difficult and everyone has to spend considerable time 
explaining their point of view on these words… wherever you 
fall. 
 



The silence in the assemblies is difficult to grasp after just 
instructing the women on how to pray and prophesy in the 
assemblies.   
 
To overlook this would skew our sincerity of appreciating all 
of the inspired text. 
 
 

But let’s look into the actual words if the text was original. 
  



They should be in submission… not sure if it is to God, men, 
the church assembly, themselves, or the words being spoken. 
 
In Paul’s other references to the Law… 9:8 and 14:21 he 
quotes that portion of the Law.  Here it leaves us guessing. 
 
Josephus…. Wrote “The woman, says the Law, is in all things 
inferior to the man.  Let her accordingly be submissive.”   
This was a Jewish 1st century interpretation of the Law…. but 
the law never says this.   
It could be developed from Gen. 3:16 where as part of the 
curse “man will rule over you” then combined with the 
Patriarchal standpoint of the 1st Century.  
 
Another reason some think this an early Jewish Christian side 
note on the text that was later glossed into the text. 



Vs. 35  “If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask 
their husbands at home.  For it is shameful for a woman to 
speak in the assembly.” 
 
So they can indeed learn… which was unique…  
and their husbands are not to withhold this anymore,  
nor look down on them,  
nor to think they don’t have the mental capacity for this,  
nor that the Torah shouldn’t be taught them.   
 
Yet it is somehow shameful for a woman to speak in the 
assembly. 



Vs. 36-37 he goes back to the issue at hand from Vs. 
30ff… 
He is absolutely asserting his authority. 
 
Vs. 38  Or if he doesn’t … he is not recognized as a 
prophet. 
He is directly confronting those who are judging him. 
 
Vs.  39  Now again he will emphasis seeking the gift 
of prophesy. 
And clearly say don’t forbid speaking in tongues. 
But all should be done decently and in order.  Which 
he has laid out above,… practically and theologically. 
 
  
  








