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We are going  

into 

today, 

because we have to 

consider our English 

Translators of 



Because Hermeneutics Matter 

(framework) 



Read I Corinthians 11:2-16 
 

2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I 

 delivered them to you.  

 3 But I want you to understand that every man the kephale of is Christ, the kephale of the woman the man 

 is, and the kephale of Christ is God.  

  4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  

   5 but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, since it is the 

 same as if her head were shaven.  

    6 For if a woman will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for 

 a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head.  

     7 For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory 

 of man.  

      8 For not is man out of woman, but woman out of man. 

       9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

        10 Because of this ought the woman to have the right on her head, because of the angels.  

         11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man nor man independent of woman, in the Lord 

          12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now thru the woman.   And all things are out of God.  

           13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

            14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

             15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

              16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 



The Run Down 

 

1. Pneumatikos, spiritual ones,  

   eschatological women. 

2. Women’s rights. 

3. Exousian:  here “rights” not “authority”. 

4. Kephale:  here “head source”, not “boss”. 

5. Equal Balance in the Words, Gender 

Distinctives are Good, Cultural Practices. 

 

 

 



We tend to think linearly. 
 

2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I 

 delivered them to you.  

 3 But I want you to understand that every man the kephale of is Christ, the kephale of the woman the man 

 is, and the kephale of Christ is God.  

  4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  

   5 but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, since it is the 

 same as if her head were shaven.  

    6 For if a woman will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for 

 a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head.  

     7 For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory 

 of man.  

      8 For not is man out of woman, but woman out of man. 

       9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

        10 Because of this ought the woman to have the right on her head, because of the angels.  

         11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man nor man independent of woman, in the Lord 

          12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now thru the woman.   And all things are out of God.  

           13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

            14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

             15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

              16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 



Paul structures the very words he uses with: 

Chiasmi.  Balance.  Symmetry.  Parallelism.  Equality. 

Why Paul? 

  Why?  



2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you.  

    

3 But I want you to understand that every man the kephale of is Christ, the kephale of the woman the man is, and the 

kephale of Christ is God.  

  

4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  

5 but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,   

       since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  

6 For if a woman will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is  

       disgraceful for a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head.  

7 For a man ought not to cover his head,  

  

since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man.  

  

       8 For not is man out of woman, but woman out of man.  

       9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

  

10 Because of this ought the woman to have the right on her head, because of the angels.  

  

     11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man nor man independent of woman, in the Lord  

     12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now thru the woman.   And all things are out of God.  

  

13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

   

16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 



2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you.  

 

 

    

4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  

5 but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,   

       since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  

6 For if a woman will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is  

       disgraceful for a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head.  

7 For a man ought not to cover his head,  

\  

 

       8 For not is man out of woman, but woman out of man.  

       9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

  

10 Because of this ought the woman to have the right on her head,   

  

     11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man nor man independent of woman,  

     12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now thru the woman.     

 

13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

 

 

 

16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 



2 Traditions    

4-7  Coverings: Every man   woman   man.  

 

       8 man out of woman, but woman out of man.  

       9 Not man created for woman, but woman for man.  

  

10 ought the woman to have the right on her head   

  

     11 woman not independent man,   nor man of woman,  

     12 woman out of  man, so man thru woman.     

 

13-15  Coverings: Proper woman  man  woman. 

16  Practices 



2 Traditions    

4-7  Coverings: Every man   woman   man.  

 

       8 man out of woman, but woman out of man.  

       9 man created for woman, but woman for man.  

  

10 ought the woman to have the right on her head   

  

     11 woman           man   nor man o       f woman,  

     12 woman out of         man, so         man thru woman.     

 

13-15  Coverings: Propwoman  man  woman. 

16  Practices 



2 Traditions    

3 man kephale Christ woman God.  

4-7  Coverings: Every man  woman   man.  

 man image glory God, woman glory man        

 

 *8 man out of woman, but woman out of man.*  

       9 Not man created for woman, but woman for man.  

  

10 ought the woman to have the right on her head   

                 because of the angels.  

 

      11woman not independent man,   nor man of woman, in the Lord 

*12woman out of  man, so man thru woman.*And all things are out of God.*   

 

13-15  Coverings: Proper woman man woman. 

16  Practices 



2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you.  

   (source, authority, full maturity, knits and secures) 

3 But I want you to understand that every man the kephale of is Christ, the kephale of the woman the man is, and the 

kephale of Christ is God.  

4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  

5 but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,   

       since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  

6 For if a woman will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is  

       disgraceful for a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head.  

7 For a man ought not to cover his head,  

  

since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man.  

       8 For not is man out of woman, but woman out of man.  

       9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

  

10 Because of this ought the woman to have the right on her head, 

     because of the angels.  
  

     11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man nor man independent of woman, in the Lord  

12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now thru the woman.   And all things are out of God.  

  

13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 



2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you.  

   (source, authority, full maturity, knits and secures) 

3 But I want you to understand that every man the kephale of is Christ, the kephale of the woman the man is, and the 

kephale of Christ is God.  

4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  

5 but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,   

       since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  

6 For if a woman will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is  

       disgraceful for a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head.  

7 For a man ought not to cover his head,  

  

since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man.  

       8 For not is man out of woman, but woman out of man.  

       9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

             wife  symbol of authority 

10 Because of this ought the woman to have the right on her head, 

     because of the angels.  
  

     11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man nor man independent of woman, in the Lord  

12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now thru the woman.   And all things are out of God.  

  

13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 



2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you.  

   (source, authority, full maturity, knits and secures) 

3 But I want you to understand that every man the kephale of is Christ, the kephale of the woman the man is, and the 

kephale of Christ is God.  

  

4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  

5 but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,   

       since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  

6 For if a woman will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is  

       disgraceful for a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head.  

7 For a man ought not to cover his head,  

  

since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man.  

  

       8 For not is man out of woman, but woman out of man.  

       9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

  

10 Because of this ought the woman to have  the right on her head, because of the angels.  

  

     11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man nor man independent of woman, in the Lord  

12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now thru the woman.   And all things are out of God.  

  

13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

   

16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 
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2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you.  

3 But I want you to understand that every man the kephale of is Christ, the kephale of the woman the man is, and the 

kephale of Christ is God.  

4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  

5 but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,   

       since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  

6 For if a woman will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is  

       disgraceful for a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head.  

7 For a man ought not to cover his head,  

since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man.  

       8 For not is man out of woman, but woman out of man.  

       9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

 

 10 Because of this ought the woman to have  the right 

on her head, because of the angels. 
     11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man nor man independent of woman, in the Lord  

      12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now thru the woman.   And all things are out of God.  

 

13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

 

16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 



So then What’s that all Mean? 

 

 

 

 

10 Because of this ought the woman to have  the right 

on her head, because of the angels. 

 



So then What’s that all Mean? 

 

Is Paul really empowering women with  

rights over their own heads? 

 

 

 

 

 

(though quickly balancing our  

interdependence with one another) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 10 Because of this ought the woman to have  the right 

on her head, because of the angels. 

 

11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man    

nor man independent of woman, in the Lord  

12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now     

       thru the woman.   And all things are out of God.  
 



Paul is radical within his 

Greek, Roman, and Jewish 

cultures in the way he 

utilizes women in the 

ministry of the Church and 

what he writes for women. 

 

Uniquely counter cultural. 

  

  



Paul is radical within his 

Greek, Roman, and Jewish 

cultures in the way he 

utilizes women in the 

ministry of the Church and 

what he writes for women. 

 

Uniquely counter cultural. 

But let’s remember he is 

following Christ’s example. 

 

  



Paul is liberating,  

but doesn’t disrupt with social upheaval, 

concerning 

Emperors… Slaves… Women. 

 

 

 

 

  



No documents for new governments,  

  no civil rights marches,  

    no petitions for equal pay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yet he plants the seeds for freedom in Christ 

And equality for all.   



Let’s try to get out of our 21st Century 

Cultural View of Women  

 

 

 

 

and into  

The Greek, Roman, Jewish Cultural Views of 

Women… 

to see if Paul acted and spoke like a  

Radical! 

 



The Greek, Roman, Jewish Cultural Views of 

Women… 

 

  



The Greek, Roman, Jewish Cultural Views of 

Women… 

 

Presented by Philosophers, Rulers, 

Historians, Playwrights, and Religious 

Leaders. 

 

  



The Greek, Roman, Jewish Cultural Views of 

Women… 

 

Presented by Philosophers, Rulers, 

Historians, Playwrights, and Religious 

Leaders. 

 

Not 100% homogenous in views… 

occasional exceptions, while mostly  

starkly different from our culture. 



The Greek, Roman, Jewish Cultural Views of 

Women… 

 

     Prepare to be  

  slightly saddened. 



The Greek Culture 

Hesiod 7th Cent. BC:   

“Zeus made an evil 

thing… a beautiful evil… 

not to be withstood by 

men… from her 

(Pandora) is the race of 

women… the deadly 

race… who live amongst 

mortal men to their great 

trouble.” 



The Greek Culture 

 

Plato 4th Cent. BC:   

“Females are inferior in goodness to males.”  

 

  



The Greek Culture 

 

Plato 4th Cent. BC:   

“Females are inferior in goodness to males.”  

 

“All those creatures generated as men who 

proved themselves cowardly and spent their 

lives in wrongdoing were transformed, at 

their second incarnation, into women…”  

 



The Greek Culture 

Euripides 5th Cent. BC:   

 

“Women were born to mar 

the lives of men.”   



The Greek Culture 

Euripides 5th Cent. BC:   

 

“Worthier than ten 

thousand women one man 

is to look on light.” 



The Greek Culture 

Euripides 5th Cent. BC:   

 

“Men ought to beget children 

somewhere else, and there 

should be no female race.”   

Zeus do away with women 

and let men beget children by 

offering a sacrifice in his 

temple so that men can 

“dwell free in free homes 

unvexed of womankind.”  



The Greek Culture 

Aristophanes 4th Cent. BC:   

“Women are a shameless set, the vilest 

creatures going.” 

 



The Greek Culture 

Aristotle 4th Cent. BC: 

 

“The female is a 

monstrosity, a 

deformed male, and a 

deformity…” 

 



The Greek Culture 

Aristotle 4th Cent. BC: 

 

“The female sex has a 

more evil disposition 

than the male, …” 

 

 



The Greek Culture 

Aristotle 4th Cent. BC: 

 

“The male is by nature 

superior and the female 

inferior, the male ruler 

and the female 

subject.” 



The Greek Culture 

Demosthenes 4th Cent. BC:   

 

“Mistresses we keep for the 

sake of pleasure, concubines 

for the daily care of our 

persons, but wives to bear us 

legitimate children.” 

 

 

 



The Greek Culture 

Plutarch 1st Cent. AD:   

 

“Women should be shut 

up indoors, never going 

out, living in anonymous 

seclusion.” 

 

 

 



The Greek Culture 

Greek Women had no more legal right than 

slaves.   

  

 



The Greek Culture 

Greek Women had no more legal right than 

slaves.   

Never inherited from their fathers. 

 



The Greek Culture 
 

Weren’t permitted to engage in any business 

transaction worth more than a bushel of barely.   

Shut out from government. 

  

 

 



The Greek Culture 

Not able to vote or serve on a jury. 

  

 

 



The Greek Culture 

Not able to vote or serve on a jury. 

Rarely received education. 

  

 

 



The Greek Culture 

Not able to vote or serve on a jury. 

Rarely received education. 

Laws kept them perpetual minors, ruled by 

their fathers or husbands or sons. 

 

 



The Roman Culture 

 

  



The Roman Culture 

 

Like Greek women: 

They never came of 

age. 

Passed under authority 

from father,  

to husband,  

to another male 

relative. 

 



The Roman Culture 

 

Law provided the husband the right to kill his 

wife for either adultery or drunkenness. 

 

Cato 2nd Cent. BC:   

“If you catch your wife in adultery, you can 

kill her with impunity; she, however, cannot 

dare to lay a finger on you if you commit 

adultery, nor is it the law.” 

 



The Roman Culture 

Ovid 1st Cent. BC:  

 

“If you are wise, cheat 

women only… Deceive the 

deceivers; they are mostly 

an unrighteous sort; let 

them fall into the snare 

they have laid.” 

 



The Roman Culture 

 

Aulus Gellius 2nd Cent. AD:   

“If we could survive without a wife, citizens 

of Rome, all of us would do without that 

nuisance; but since nature has so decreed that 

we cannot manage comfortably with them, 

nor live any way without them, we must plan 

for our lasting preservation rather than for 

our temporary pleasure.” 

 



The Roman Culture 

Gaius 2nd Cent AD:  
  

“Women, even those of full age, should be in 

guardianship as being scatterbrained.” 

 

 

 



The Roman Culture 

 

Law:  Females, except for the firstborn 

female, could be disposed of. 

 

Hilarion to wife during time of Christ: 

“If, good luck to you, you bear offspring, if it 

is a male, let it live; if it is a female, expose 

it.” 

 



The Jewish Culture 

  

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

The Talmud and Mishnah began 2nd Cent. BC 

Writings of Rabbis on OT Laws, 

Interpretations, Judgments, & History that 

Complemented the OT. 

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

 

“Compared with Adam, Eve was like a 

monkey to a human being.” 

  

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

 

 “A man must be 

saved alive sooner 

than a woman, and 

his lost property 

must be restored 

sooner than hers.” 

  

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

 

 “She cannot legally preclude her husband 

from taking additional wives or having sexual 

relations with unmarried women.” 

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

 

“Women are gluttonous.” 

  



The Jewish Culture 

 

“Women are gluttonous.” 

“Women are of unstable temperament.” 

  



The Jewish Culture 

 

“Women are gluttonous.” 

“Women are of unstable temperament.” 

 

“Woe to him who has female children!  A daughter 

is like a trap for her father… When she is small he 

fears that she might be seduced; when she is a 

maiden- that she become promiscuous; when she 

matures- that she might not marry; when she 

marries- that she might not produce children; when 

she grows old- that she would practice witchcraft.” 

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 
 

“For evil are women, my children… the angel 

of the Lord told me, and taught me, that 

women are overcome by the spirit of 

fornication more than men.” 

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 
 

“A man may do whatever he pleases with his 

wife… (for ex.) meat which comes from the 

slaughterhouse may be eaten salted, roasted, 

cooked, or seethed.” 

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

 

Concerning males divorcing: 

“Whereas an owner can give up his property, 

property cannot abandon its owner.” 

 

  



The Jewish Culture 

 

Concerning males divorcing: 

“Whereas an owner can give up his property, 

property cannot abandon its owner.” 

 

Remember the 12 Apostles Amazement 

when Jesus limited their rights to divorce? 

 

Wow… then it’s better that we not marry! 

Matt. 19:10 

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

Herod and the Jews, rebuilt the 2nd temple and 

marginalized Gentiles and women from worship   

into separate courts. 

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

 

 

 

This was not part of God’s design in the OT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some were closer to God, Jewish males,  

others weren’t, females. 

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

 

Even slaves had the possibility of being 

educated, freed, and independent. 

 

Women did not. 

 

 

 



The Jewish Culture 

 

“Let the words of Torah be burned up, but let 

them not be delivered to a woman.” 

 

 

 

 



The Greek, Roman, Jewish Culture 

 

It was a grossly negative world view that 

existed in the 1st Century! 

 

 

 



The Greek, Roman, Jewish Culture 

 

Into this world steps Jesus. 

 

Into this world speaks Paul. 

 

 

 



The Greek, Roman, Jewish Culture 

 

Into this world steps Jesus. 

 

Into this world speaks Paul. 

 

 

 



The Greek, Roman, Jewish Culture 

 

Into this world steps Jesus. 

 

Into this world speaks Paul. 

 

 

 



The Greek, Roman, Jewish Culture 

 

Into this world steps Jesus. 

 

Into this world speaks Paul. 

 

 

 



Jesus radically associated with women,  

  



Jesus radically associated with women,  

ministered to women,  

  



Jesus radically associated with women,  

ministered to women,  

touched women,  
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spoke to women, 

allowed women to sit at his feet to learn,  
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Jesus radically associated with women,  
ministered to women,  

touched women,  

taught women, 

spoke to women,  

allowed women to sit at his feet to learn,  

allowed women to be his disciples,  

defended women,  

  



Jesus radically associated with women,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

gave them rights of divorce in adultery, 

  



Jesus radically associated with women,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and ultimately left women as the first eye 

witness testimonies to proclaim the 

resurrection. 

 

  
  



Radical first proclaimers of 

the Resurrection – women. 

 

  

If this were a fable made up 

by men…  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



Radical first proclaimers of 

the Resurrection – women. 

  

 

If this were a fable made up 

by men…  

they would not have left the 

initial Gospel revelation in 

women’s hands to come 

back to proclaim to the 

Apostles. 

 

   

 

  



Radical first proclaimers of 

the Resurrection – women. 

  

 

If this were a fable made up 

by men…  

they would not have left the 

initial Gospel revelation in 

women’s hands to come 

back to proclaim to the 

Apostles. 

 

This was a discrediting fact. 

Yet today… actually gives 

more credibility.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



Every bit of Jesus was counter-cultural in 

the Greek, Roman, Jewish world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We don’t sense this due to our cultural 

context.   

Jesus radically accepted women as none 

before him. 
 

  



Paul Liberal with  

Grace, Freedom, and Equality  

in Christ! 

 
 

 

 

 

Paul Conservative with  

Morality 

in Christ! 

 

 

 



No documents for new governments,  

  no civil rights marches,  

    no petitions for equal pay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yet he plants the seeds for freedom in Christ 

And equality for all.   



Yet he plants the seeds for freedom in Christ 

And equality for all.   

 

Gal. 3:28-29  All equal. 

  



Gal. 3:23-29 
23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under 

the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 

revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until 

Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 
25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 

through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized 

into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 

and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if 

you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 

according to promise. 
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Yet he plants the seeds for freedom in Christ 

And equality for all.   

 

Gal. 3:28-29  All equal. 

1 Cor. 7:21:  Slaves submit, but gain freedom if you can.   

Philemon:  Onesimus, go back to your master,  but Phil, 

Onesimus is your brother in Christ. 

1 Tim. 1:10 Enslavers of men will not inherit the kingdom. 

Eph.  5:21 Women and men submit to one another. 

1 Cor. 11, 14:  Women praying,  learn, and husband should 

teach them. 

1 Tim. 2:11-14  Let a women learn for Eve was deceived. 



2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you.  

   (source, authority, full maturity, knits and secures) 

3 But I want you to understand that every man the kephale of is Christ, the kephale of the woman the man is, and the 

kephale of Christ is God.  

4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  

5 but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,   

       since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  

6 For if a woman will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is  

       disgraceful for a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head.  

7 For a man ought not to cover his head,  

  

since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man.  

       8 For not is man out of woman, but woman out of man.  

       9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

  

10 Because of this ought the woman to have the right on her head, 

     because of the angels.  
  

     11 Nevertheless, woman is not independent of man nor man independent of woman, in the Lord  

12 for as woman was out of the man, so man is now thru the woman.   And all things are out of God.  

  

13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 



Yet he plants the seeds for freedom in Christ 

And equality for all.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have to watch what Paul does. 



Paul praised women as contemporaries in his 

ministry:   

Priscilla, Junia, Julia, Nereus’ sister, Tryphena, 

Tryphosa, and Rufus’ mother, Romans 16 
Paul declares Phoebe is a Deacon and calls the church to assist her in whatever matter she needs of them, 

Romans 16:1-2. 

Junia (probably wife of Andronicus) are both “outstanding among the apostles” and the only apostles 

associated with Rome,  Romans 16:7. 

Eudoia and Synthyche are Paul’s fellow-workers in the gospel.  Phil. 4:2-3 

Chloe is a prominent woman of Corinth, head of household, advocate for Paul. 1 Cor. 1:11. 

Lydia is prominent business woman, head of household, hospitable to Paul,  Acts 16:14, 40. 

Paul teaches that women CAN and should actually learn.  I Cor. 14 and 1 Tim. 2 

Paul teaches submission of one to another Eph. 5:21-22. 

Paul gives women rights when it comes to the “body” for intimacy and also like Jesus for divorce.  (Women 

generally had none of these rights.) 

Paul instructs women how to speak in Church, then tells them to be quiet in learning 

1 Corinthians 11 and 14. 
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 (Women generally had none of these rights.) 

Paul instructs women how to speak in Church, 

then tells them to be quiet in learning 

1 Corinthians 11 and 14. 
 

 



Priscilla is one of the strongest and most 

supportive examples revealing that Paul 

was radical in his view on women. 
 



Pricilla and Aquila:  A husband and wife team,  

6 times they are mentioned, always together, 

and 4 of them with her name first.   
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Pricilla and Aquila:  A husband and wife team,  

6 times they are mentioned, always together, 

and 4 of them with her name first.   

 

This was contrary to the custom and seems to 

indicate Priscilla was more prominent in the 

ministry, holier, or a better teacher.    

 

This prominence of a female’s name before a 

male’s is unheard of in ancient writings. 

  

 



Acts 18:2  Aquila 1st and Priscilla.  

1 Cor. 16:19  Aquila 1st and Priscilla 

 

Acts 18:18  Priscilla 1st and Aquila.   

Acts 18:26  Priscilla 1st and Aquila. 

     

Romans 16:3 Priscilla 1st and Aquila. 

2 Tim. 4:19  Pricilla 1st and Aquila. 

 



Priscilla and Aquila: 

 

Romans 16:3. Priscilla and Aquila are Paul’s 

fellow workers in Christ Jesus. 

All the Churches of the Gentiles give thanks 

for them. 
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Romans 16:3. Priscilla and Aquila are Paul’s 

fellow workers in Christ Jesus. 

All the Churches of the Gentiles give thanks 

for them. 

 

They had 2 house churches. 

Romans 16:5 There is a church in their 

house in Rome. 

1 Cor. 16:19 There is a church in their house 

in Ephesus. 

And she is recorded as the primary teacher. 

  



This opens a very serious question as to who was 

mainly teaching at Church and Apollos, also that 

Luke/Paul makes no special mention of this fact,..  

as if stating a norm and something that didn’t need 

explaining, because women were indeed teaching, 

prophesying, praying. 
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Luke/Paul doesn’t explain something that seems 

common to them… women were being utilized to lead 

house churches and teach.   

 

If women weren’t allowed to teach men, then Luke/Paul 

would have needed to do some clear explaining here.   

 

Priscilla clearly taught Apollos. 

  

 



Try to see some favored passages from a 

different angle knowing the culture into 

which it is spoken. 

 

 

 

 



1 Cor. 14:35-36 

34Let the women keep silence in the 

churches: for it is not permitted to them to 

speak; but let them be in subjection, as also 

says the law. 35And if they would learn 

anything, let them ask their own husbands at 

home: for it is shameful for a woman to speak 

in the church. 36What? was it from you that 

the word of God went forth? or came it unto 

you alone?  
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The Jewish Culture 

 

“Let the words of Torah be burned up, but let 

them not be delivered to a woman.” 

 

 

 

 



Ephesians 5:21-29 

21submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the 

head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself 

its Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in 

everything to their husbands. 

25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with 

the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without 

spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 

28In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who 

loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 

and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30because we are members of his 

body. 31“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32This mystery is profound, and I am 

saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33However, let each one of you love 

his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 
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The Greek Culture 

Demosthenes 4th Cent. BC:   

 

“Mistresses we keep for the 

sake of pleasure, concubines 

for the daily care of our 

persons, but wives to bear us 

legitimate children.” 

 

 

 



1 Timothy 2:9-13 

9 likewise also that women should adorn themselves in 

respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not 

with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 

10but with what is proper for women who profess 

godliness—with good works. 11Let a woman learn 

quietly with all submissiveness. 12I do not permit a 

woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; 

rather, she is to remain quiet. 13For Adam was formed 

first, then Eve; 14and Adam was not deceived, but the 

woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 
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The Roman Culture 

Ovid 1st Cent. BC:  

 

“If you are wise, cheat 

women only… Deceive the 

deceivers; they are mostly 

an unrighteous sort; let 

them fall into the snare 

they have laid.” 

 



So then What’s that all Mean? 

 

 

 

 

10 Because of this ought the woman to have  the right 

on her head, because of the angels. 

 



So then What’s that all Mean? 

 

Is Paul really empowering women with  

rights over their own heads? 
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Is Paul really empowering women with  

rights over their own heads? 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes. 



The Whole Bible 

 

Systematic Understanding 

From Genesis to Revelation. 



Priscilla and Aquila 

Exception 
Theology? 

Before the 
Fall  

After the 
End 

Patriarchal 
Complementarian 
Complegalitarian 

Egalitarian 
Feminist 

Head 
kephale 

Helper Equal 
’ezer 

keneged 

Jesus 
Paul 

Revelatory 
Progression 

Slavery, Kings, 
Polygamy, 
Divorce, 

Kosher, Women 

Historical 
Leaders 

1 Cor. 11; 14. 
Ephesians 5.  

1 Tim. 2-3 
Titus. 2  



1) Patriarchalists:  men should lead in Church and Society, men should only teach.   

Men are created with characteristics for certain roles, same with women.  

Women are equal in Christ and can serve, but in limited roles.    

Women are subservient in Society, Church, and Family. 

 

2)  Complementarians:  men should lead in the Church, in Society it doesn’t matter, 

women should not teach men in Church.   

Men are created with characteristics for certain roles, same with women.   

Women are equal in Christ and can serve, but in limited roles. 

Women are subservient in the Church and Family. 

 

3)  Complegalitarian:  a position that holds to “Complementarian without Hierarchy”.   

Men and women should lead in Church and Society.  Men and women can teach all.   

Men and women have obvious differences, physical and even characteristic traits, these 

indeed complement in their distinctions, yet both genders are equally capable. 

Men and women are equal in Christ, in unlimited roles.    

Both should submit one to another.   

The position holds to the Complementing differences of the genders while recognizing 

the ideal of Egalitarianism in Society, Church, and Family. 

 

4)  Egalitarians:  men and women are equal, both can lead and teach in Church and 

Society.  Both should submit one to another.  Distinctions are minimized. 

 

5)  Feminist:  women should rule.  God got it right in His second creation of humankind. 

 

  



Republican National Convention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Democratic National Convention 

 

 

 

 

Women members of the Seventy-fifth U.S. Congress. March 4, 1938. (Left to right): Rep. Caroline 

O’Day (New York), Rep. Edith Nourse Rogers (Massachusetts), Rep. Mary T. Norton (New Jersey), 

Rep. Nan Honeyman (Oregon), Rep. Virginia E. Jenckes (Indiana), and Senator Hattie W. Caraway 

(Arkansas). Source: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division 



Passages to explore:  Gen. 1:26-27  The image of God.  Let them together rule.   Gen. 2:20-25  Woman is from 

man’s side, not head, not feet.   

Gen. 3:16  Part of the cures or original design?  Your desire shall be for your husband and he shall rule over you.    

Judges 4:4-7; 5:1  Deborah, a judge and leader. 

2 Kings 22:14 -17 Huldah a prophetess and instructor to the High Priest.  

Proverbs 31:10-31 Woman highly esteemed. 

Isaiah 8:3  His wife, prophetess.  

Joel 2:28-29  I will pour out my Spirit on all people..  Your sons and daughter will prophesy… even on my 

servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

Micah 6:4  I sent you Moses, and also Aaron and Miriam.   
 

Priests, and the High Priest of the Old Testament are all male. 

The 12 Disciples, all male.  But should all apostles/disciples/leaders speak Aramaic, be from Galilee, and only 

Jews?  No… it expanded to even… Gentile Leaders. 
 

Luke 2:36-38, prophetess Anna. 

Acts 21:7-9  Philips’ unmarried prophetic daughters. 

Romans 16:1  I commend Phoebe, a Deacon (greek word diakonon) of the church at Cenchrea. 

Priscilla and Aquila:  Acts 18:1-3; , 18; 24-26. Romans 16:3, 1 Cor. 16:19.  

Romans 16:7 Junias’ or Julia serious gender under question.  Some believe a woman.  Church Fathers interpret 

with male bias.  They assume ‘it has to be a male’… are you biased… am I biased… were Church Fathersbiased?   

1 Cor. 12:7-11  The gifts.  Are we to look back and distinguish some only for males and some for females. 

Three chapters before 1 Cor. 14 in 1 Cor. 11:5 he told women to pray and prophesy. 

1 Cor. 14:34  Women should remain quiet in the churches.   Yet Paul instructs all of us to work with our hands and 

be quiet.   

Galatians 3:28  Neither jew nor greek, male nor female, slave nor free. 

1 Tim. 2:9-3:12.  Standards. 

1 Tim. 3:8  “Deacons likewise are to be men worthy of respect, sincere…vs.11 their wives…” OR DEACONESSES 

vs. 12 “A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his …”. 

1 Tim. 5:9  Is 60 year old widows the prescriptive age for all time for Christian welfare? 

2 Tim. 1:5;3:15 Paul speaks appreciatively of Timothy’s being taught rightly by his mom and grandmother. 

Titus 2:3,4 Older women are to train the younger women. 
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